
by MONET MOUSE
A snowman is love and laughter all rolled up into one. 

It snowed and snowed and snowed. Monet Mouse has been squeaking, rolling 
and playing in it while building snow mice. He is covered in snow and looks like a 
little snowball with ears! As he warms up with a cup of hot chocolate, he thinks 
about how the winter wonderland starts with snowflakes. Did you know every 
snowflake is made from ice crystals, has a unique shape, and is different from 
all other snowflakes? Did you know snowflakes have six sides? Just look what 
happens when you pack them together!

He squeaks with delight once again as he tells his favorite snowman jokes:

What does a   eat for breakfast? Snowflakes.

What does a  eat for lunch? Ice-bergers.

How does a   travel to the snow-field? By ice-cicle.

  White Art Clay is a moist clay that is fun and just a 
little messy.

  To make a  , begin by rolling a ball in between  
the palms of your hands and then flattening the  
bottom a bit by tapping it on the table. This will 
help your  stay in place when dry and not roll 
about.

  Add another ball and another. Make sure you are 
building a small  that will fit comfortably inside  
the cup.

  A touch of water is like glue and will help hold each 
part you attach to another. 

  When sculpting your  with this clay, keep it 
compact. Everything added, like a hat, nose, scarf 
and arms, should be snuggled up closely to the  

 ’s body or pieces will break off when dry. 

  The wooden art stick or sharpened pencil can be 
used to scratch and poke eyes, mouth, buttons and 
other details.

  Place the   in a cup to take home. Wash your 
hands.
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ARTRECIPE
Playdough:

M O N E T  M O U S E ’ S

Once home, remove the 
 from the cup and place it in a safe place to dry thoroughly for a few days. Normally 

this clay would be fired in a kiln which would turn it white and make it strong. It could be painted with colored glazes, 
covered with a glossy glaze, and fired again to make it a shiny ceramic sculpture. Most of us don’t have a kiln so you can 
do something similar at your house. Once dry, place your  on a cookie sheet. Bake it in the oven at 350 degrees for 
an hour, then 425 degrees for an hour. Let it cool. Continue to handle your   with care, but now it is stronger. You 
can paint it carefully with acrylic paint. Once that dries, it will shine if you brush acrylic gloss medium on top. Now it 
looks more like a ceramic sculpture, too! Be sure to wash any brushes you use completely with soap and water.

Modeling clay is Monet Mouse’s favorite! It is very inexpensive and comes in assorted colors. It will not dry out
so you can use it again and again. Playdough is one you  can make at home. Give it a try!

   2 cups plain flour (all purpose)
 2 tablespoons vegetable oil

 1/2 cup salt
 2 tablespoons cream of tartar

 About 1 and 1/2 cups boiling water 
 Food coloring or some shakes of cinnamon (optional)

 A few drops of glycerine (optional)

 Mix the flour, salt, cream of tartar and oil in a large mixing bowl.
 Add the boiling water (a little bit at a time.)

 Stir continuously until it becomes a gooey dough.
 Add the food coloring and/or cinnamon and glycerine (optional)
 Let it cool, remove it from the bowl, and knead, knead, knead! 

(If it remains a little sticky, add a touch more flour.)


