
 

"      The one red leaf, the last of its clan,
 That dances as often as dance it can,
 Hanging so light, and hanging so high,
 On the topmost twig that looks up at the sky."  
  –Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772 -1834)

Monet Mouse looks out his window and 
wonders if the leaves blowing in the 

wind are motioning for him to come outside? 
First they wave one direction. Then all is still 
and quiet (except for a noisy cricket.) 
Suddenly the wind changes and the leaves 
wildly wave another direction. This way, 
come this way! Monet grabs his hat and 
opens the door. 
Animals and birds are busy gathering seeds, 
grass, twigs and leaves for their winter 
journeys, nests, dens and burrows. Monet 
Mouse thinks about his many friends 
readying for winter. P.J. Page, the rabbit, 
double checks that his burrow is cozy and 
well stocked with plenty of food. Esme, the 
starling, has eaten well and flies south with 
hundreds of her feathered friends. Flying 
together as a large group, they make 
amazing shapes and designs in the sky -  
a murmuration of starlings. Raccoons find 
favorite dens in hollow trees and squirrels 
build nests called dreys sometimes inside 
old trees, too, but Monet sees many way up 
high in tree branches. The drey is made 
mostly of twigs and leaves. Inside is usually 
soft grass, moss and fur.
Monet Mouse tucks his paw in the pocket of 
his smock. What's this?  His sketch book and 
crayons. He must be on an autumn walk of 
discovery! The art mouse will find 
something to draw using each of his senses:

  Crack! He HEARS a stick snap when 
he steps on it. Draw a stick.

   Look! He SEES two squirrels running 
in circles and then zipping up a tree. 
Draw two happy squirrels.

   Yum! He crunches his little mouse-y 
teeth into an apple and TASTES how 
juicy and delicious it is. Draw the 
apple. What color is it?

  Sniff! He SMELLS pumpkin pie. When 
he finds it cooling near an open 
window, Monet spies a cat balancing 
on top of a pumpkin in the pumpkin 
patch! Hah! Maybe he is enjoying the  
smell, too. Draw a pumpkin. 

  Quick! He catches a falling leaf and 
FEELS its shape, the veins and stem, 
a tiny hole on it, the smoothness on 
the inside, and how the edges are a 
little brittle. Draw a leaf or place it, 
with the back of the leaf facing up, 
beneath thin paper to make a 
rubbing. Rub crayons on top of the 
paper and over the leaf underneath. 
The leaf will show through like magic!
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ARTRECIPE
Leaf Ink Prints

M O N E T  M O U S E ’ S

Ingredients: 

• Smocks
• Assorted colors of construction 

paper  
(cut to desired size)

• Assorted colors of water base 

printing ink
• Scratch foam printing boards  

(cut to desired size)

• Pencils 
• Rollers
• Paper plates or ink plates to roll 

out ink

 It's a good idea to wear a smock.

  Look at the shape of leaves. With 

a pencil, draw the shape of one 

or more on the foam board. If you 

have collected leaves, you can 

even trace around them.

  Draw lightly at first and then 

press down hard to make a 

strong impression. 

 Select a piece of colored paper. 

  Write your name on one side with 

the pencil.

  Choose a color of ink. Squirt a 

little out and spread it on the 

roller by rolling the roller in the 

wet ink. Back and forth and back 

and forth. Is it on the roller? 

Then you are ready to spread 

that ink onto your foam board. 

  Roll the ink onto your foam 

drawing with the inked roller. 

Make sure it is well covered. 

 Place the roller back on the plate.

  Press the paper you chose to the 

foam board. Be sure the side with 

your name is the side you see. 

  Rub with your fists and hand to 

press the two together. If you 

have a clean roller, you can roll 

it over the paper and the foam 

board. 

  All done? Carefully pull the 

paper and foam board apart like 

a big sticker.

Voila! You have your very own leaf 

ink print! You can make one after 

another now that you know how. Try 

different colors of ink on different 

colors of paper. Do you have a 

favorite? 

Clean up is easy with water, sponge 

and paper towels.

Oo-La-La! GO ON AN AUTUMN ART WALK! 
As you walk, look at all the shapes and colors of the autumn leaves. Can you match the leaves 
on the ground to those still on trees close-by?  Collect some for rubbings and models for leaf 
ink prints.
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