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onet Mouse has an earache and 
must stay inside OUT of the wind. 

A mouse with an earache is a very sad 
thing and one who can not show his 
latest artwork as planned is very, very 
sad indeed! Monet spent days painting 
colorful signs of spring: buds, flowers, 
bird nests with eggs, and the majestic 
cranes and other birds dotting the windy 
skies as they return home from their 
winter migration. But he is only as sad 
as sad can be for a few minutes. Time 
for smiles because his squirrel friends 
have come to the rescue. He has known 
them since they were born. They live in 
the hollow of an old ash tree near the 
ravine. No worries now! True friends are 
there when in need.

hickapee curls his tail over the 
top of his head like an umbrella 

to shelter himself from the gusty wind. 
Mokei plasters himself vertically on the 
tree trunk and hangs on. Like a ride at 
the fair, Squiggs dangles upside down 
to swing back and forth from the bird 
feeder. Patchett, already ground-level, 
skips about then pauses to sip a little 
fresh water from the ground saucer in 
Monet’s garden. She sits up and looks 

as if she is clasping her paws in prayer 
just before she nibbles a kernel of corn 
and dreamily stares upward at clouds 
skimming across the sea of sky.

hat morning, the scampering 
squirrels help Monet Mouse display 

his decorative wind flags and ribbons 
. . . up, down, all around. The happy 
mouse dances and jumps about, from 
one window and door to another, 
directing the squirrels who dangle and 
fly like acrobats; racing up trees to 
secure a flag here. Zipping to a flower 
pot, digging up a buried walnut, and 
replacing it with a flag there. Zig-zagging 
so fast Monet could miss something 
exciting if he even blinks. What a show! 
EVERYWHERE wind flags and ribbons 
wave to one and all!
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Ingredients:
• Scissors or Pinking shears

• Colorful spring-like printed 

material (both sides) and/

or cloth ribbon

• Brown acrylic paint

• Tray to spread paint

• Squirrel print stamp pad

• Mouse print stamp pad

• Small brush

• Paper towel to cushion

Cut long ribbon-like strips from spring patterned cotton 

material.

Fold a paper towel and place it under your ribbon.

Using brown paint on a tray and a small brush, paint 

the squirrel or mouse print stamp pad.

Press it to your ribbon.

Tee! Hee! It looks like Monet Mouse and his squirrel 

friends have danced through a spring garden and left 

tiny muddy prints! 

Tie your wind ribbon to a branch near a window where 

you can watch it wave to you.

As leaves begin to open on the trees, go on a flag 

and ribbon hunt. Take them down before they are 

hidden by the summer leaves. In their place, tie an 

environmentally friendly piece of ornamental grass or 

raffia that might be used by a bird for a nest. You might 

hang some birdseed hangers or squirrel treats. Have 

fun each year with this tradition to welcome spring!

ARTRECIPEM O N E T  M O U S E ’ S

Wind Ribbons

Ingredients:
• Scissors or Pinking 

shears
• Plain cotton material
• Spring patterned cotton 

material or light weight 
canvas

• Pendant shaped, banner-
like or triangles cut from 
fabric

• Fabric markers
• Colorful beads
• Small jingle bells
• Plastic needles
• Baker’s twine
• Buttons (optional)
• Yarn (optional)

What are some things you see outside that make you think spring? Birds? Nests? Buds on trees? Flowers peeking up through the ground? Eggs?
How would you draw the wind? 
Ooo-la-la! Pick a piece of material. 
Cut it into a triangle flag shape. That is your petite canvas! Design wind flags by drawing images or spring colors with fabric markers on the plain cotton material. 
A little of the drawing may peek through to the other side, so carefully draw it again by going over the lines on that side.
Look how the wind flag is artsy on both sides now!Thread the twine through a plastic needle. Pull the twine up your arm and measure about 1/2 way to your elbow. Cut the twine and knot the end.

Pull it through the fabric near the widest end of the flag-shaped triangle. Do this on both corners and in the middle. 
String a few beads and a jingle bell here and there. Make a knot right after the row to secure your beads and bell.
Leave plenty of the twine so you can tie it easily when you decide where.
Go outside and tie it on a tree branch or somewhere to nicely flutter. 

ARTRECIPE
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Spring Wind Flags

“ Wind is to show 
how a thing can blow.”

-Leonard Feeney


