
by MONET MOUSE

“Once you have tasted flight, you will forever 
walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward, 

for there you have been, and there you will 
always long to return.” 

– Leonardo da Vinci

  STEP 1: To begin a bird, fold a light weight 8 ½x11 
paper in half the long way right down the middle. 

  STEP 2: At one end, fold each corner to the middle 
crease. See the triangle shapes?

  STEP 3: Close it up, triangle shapes inside. Fold the 
side wings down one at a time.

  Attach a paper clip in the front near the top of the 
head. Put it just under the beginning of the wings for 
a little extra weight.

 Draw eyes and decorate your bird.
   Make a nest! Wrap a wastebasket with brown craft 

paper. Tape it together with masking tape. Fringe 
the top by cutting with scissors.

  How old are you? Take that many steps from the 
nest and stop. Turn toward the nest with the bird 
you made. Ready-set-go! Fly your bird into the nest!

ARTRECIPE
Migrating Birds

Ingredients:
• Lightweight white paper or photocopies of old 

maps both sides (to represent migratory birds)
• Crayons or markers
• Scissors 
• Small colored paper clips
• Open wastebasket
• Large brown craft paper to wrap wastebasket
• Masking tape

M O N E T  M O U S E ’ S
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Draw a little bird

Monet Mouse Mini 

 STEP 1:  STEP 2:

 STEP 3:
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Monet Mouse’s Murmuration
Tail curled about him, Monet Mouse settled into his comfy chair and snuggled 

down for a little nap. He had scurried about on a most invigorating hike 
through the muddy March landscape and was fascinated by the changing sky as 
one flock of birds after another flew by, returning home after a long cold winter. 
Drifting off to sleep, he could still hear the call of the birds through his open 
window . . . geese, herons, blue jays, robins, cardinals, mourning doves . . .  
“Très magnifique! Ahhh, to soar like the birds,” he murmured.

A flutter, a shadow? Monet felt a tiny tug. What was that? He opened his eyes 
and found himself flying out the window and floating in the air! Mais non! 

Could it be? Eyes wide open now; he looked up to see the downy underside of 
his feathered friend, Esme, the starling. “Relax and enjoy the view, mon cher 
ami,” she sang.

Monet Mouse did just that. He imagined 
himself in the basket of a balloon 

as they became part of the cotton-candy 
colored evening sky. From a distance, 
Monet Mouse thought Esme was flying 
toward a dark cloud. Perhaps a storm 
cloud? Très aventureux! Yikes! But as they 
approached, he gasped in surprise to see 
one, two . . . twelve . . . twenty . . . a hundred 
. . . a hundred more . . . maybe a thousand 
. . . starlings! Holding Monet close, Esme 
joined the formation as they swerved about 
to make an amazing shape. “Watch this; 
we are becoming part of a murmuration 

of starlings!” Swaying here and there, never bumping into one another, each 
flew alongside the other dancing a bird ballet accompanied by an incredible 
chorus. Almost deafening to a little mouse and, yet, all so joyous. Monet 
Mouse twitched his whiskers, lifted his chin and raised his voice to join in with 
delighted squeaks. “Merci, murmuration!” The mass of birds spun and swerved 
making one incredible shape after another on the canvas sky. “Fantastique!” 
All starlings and one little mouse. Monet took a deep breath and closed his 
eyes. When he opened them he was back in his chair. Did it happen? Perhaps 
a dream. He shuffled toward the window and noticed the sky was now a deep 
night blue. But what is this? A feather left on the window sill? Ooo-la-la! He 
smiled. “Merci, Esme, bonne nuit et de beaux rêves.” Yes, indeed, good night 
and sweet dreams. He waved the feather toward the stars.



1.  Find a branch outside and bring it in. (Not toooo big!) 
Beautiful as it is, you might even paint it with some 
acrylic or tempera paint.

2.  If you do, let it dry well as you work with the bird 
pattern.

3.  You can make more than one copy of the bird pattern 
provided. Or use it as an idea and make your own 
design.

4.  Color the bird pattern.
5. Cut the bird out and fold it.

6.  Tie a little knot on one end of a long piece 
of yarn. Sandwich that end between the 
folded bird. Be sure the yarn piece is in 
the center of the bird! Close it and staple 
the yarn and sides of the bird together just 
under the fold of the wing. 

7.  Tie the other end to the branch. Add more 
birds to the branch.

8.  Hang the branch of birds near an open 
window or a fan so your colorful mobile will 
have birds that flutter about. (Gently!)

ARTRECIPE
Esme Bird Mobile

Supplies: 
• Bird pattern
• Markers and/or crayons
• Scissors
• Colorful acrylic or tempera paint, brush, water 

containers, paper towels (optional)
• Stapler
• Yarn 
• Branch
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Bird Mobile
Monet Mouse loves to make kinetic art, especially 
mobiles. Kinetic art is art that moves. A mobile 
is art that moves and also hangs from something. 
Make a bird mobile.
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