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“Bows and flows of angel hair and ice cream castles 
in the air and feather canyons everywhere, I’ve 

looked at clouds that way. But now they only block 
the sun, they rain and snow on everyone. So many 

things I would have done but clouds got in my way. 
 

I’ve looked at clouds from both sides now, from up 
and down, and still somehow it’s cloud illusions I 

recall. I really don’t know clouds at all.”  
- Joni Mitchell

Quilted Cloud Sculpture
• Blue or grey construction paper
• Hole punch
• Yarn
• Cotton
• White pastel
• Scissors
• Photos of different clouds

   Before beginning, look at photos 
and read some books about 
clouds.
  Pick a paper.
  Fold it in half. 
   With white pastel make clouds 
dancing across your paper - on the 
front side and then again when you 
turn it over: front and back!
   Cut a little-piece-of-sky shape from 
the folded paper. Now you have two 
pieces.
  Put them together like a sandwich.

     Punch holes around the edges.  
(Be certain your clouds show on 
both sides now.) 
   Take a long piece of yarn and knot 
it through two matching holes to 
begin stitching your sky together.
  Stitch in - out - in - out - WAIT!
   Pick a little cotton and place it 
between the two pieces to puff up 
that sky. 
   Now, back to in - out - in until 
finished.
  Knot again. 
   Monet Mouse squeaks “Ooo-la-la! 
Tie a piece of yarn to your cloud 
sculpture so it can float in the air 
somewhere.”

by MONET MOUSE
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On a cold February day 
the tiny artist, Monet 

Mouse, sets up an easel in 
the warmth of his home. He 
finds a sunny bay window 
to comfortably watch the 
piece of electric blue sky 
he sees from it . . . all . . . 
day . . . long! Fluffy white 
clouds float, dance, come 
and go. He loves the shapes. 
Swoosh! Swish! One stroke 
after another a cloud forms 
on one canvas after another.

As the day becomes the golden glow of late afternoon, pink creeps into 
his paints and cloud shapes now stretch out lazily on the horizon. His 
studio is filled with paintings of the ever changing little piece of sky. 
Tired Monet puts down his brush, snuggles among the canvases, and 
gazes in amazement as the sky paints a glorious sunset. “Tee hee” the 
mouse giggles. “Just for me. Juste pour moi!”

ARTRECIPE
M O N E T  M O U S E ’ S

    With tempera paint and sponges (or brush 
and paint), gently make cloud shapes on the 
blue squares.

   Stick the Post-its square by square on a wall 
to create a patchwork mural of clouds.

   Stand back a bit and gaze at the sky, what 
cloud shapes do you see?

A Little Piece of Sky

Patchwork Cloud Mural
• Blue shades of Post-its
• White tempera paint
• Small brushes
• Tray for tempera to be spread.
• Different shaped sponges - small 

animals, dinosaurs, flowers, etc.
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